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Ehret Family Winery’s Bavarian Lion Vineyards have been 

owned and farmed by the Ehret Family since the mid-

1990’s. The estate vineyards showcase the best that 

Knight’s Valley has to offer. The Knight’s Valley American 

Viticultural Area (AVA) is protected from the marine 

influence of the Pacific Ocean, making it the warmest AVA 

in Sonoma County. The vineyards on the estate range from 

400 feet to 800 feet in elevation, and are located just 

north of Calistoga and east of Alexander Valley, on the 

foothills of Mount St. Helena. The unique topography and 

soil content make this an excellent area to grow grapes 

that are also planted in the famous Bordeaux region of 

France. The soil consists of well drained, very gravelly and 

sandy loams formed from mixed sedimentary and basic 

rock. 

Ehret Family Winery 
2777 Fourth Street 
Santa Rosa, California 95405 
info@ehretfamilywinery.com  

National Sales: 
Ms. Susie Bynum 
National Sales & Marketing 
Healdsburg, California 
Mobile: (707) 495-4253 
Fax: (707) 540-6600 
susie@ehretwinery.com  

www.ehretfamilywinery.com 

 

mailto:info@ehretfamilywinery.com
mailto:susie@ehretwinery.com


Knight’s Valley, Sonoma County  

 

2777 Fourth Street, Santa Rosa, California 95405 • Telephone: (707) 495-4253 • Fax: (707) 540-6600 

info@ehretfamilywinery.com • www.ehretfamilywinery.com 

Pierre and Susan Ehret 

Ehret Family Winery is the creation of the husband and wife, 

Pierre Ehret and Susan Robertson. The Sonoma County Winery 

sources all of its grapes from the family owned estate of 

Bavarian Lion Vineyards located n the esteemed Knight's Valley 

AVA, just North of Napa Valley in Sonoma County, where hand 

crafted small lots of cabernet sauvignon, cabernet franc, merlot 

and syrah are harvested to create savory wines. It is the Ehrets' 

philosophy that wine making starts in the vineyard. 

Pierre Ehret is the owner of Sonoma County's renowned Flamingo Resort Hotel & Conference Center in Santa 

Rosa, California. In 1996 Pierre established the Bavarian Lion Vineyard in Knights Valley, selling the high 

quality fruit to the premier wineries in Sonoma County. His upbringing in Germany with business interest on 

both sides of the Atlantic developed an appreciation and understanding of fine wines, both domestic and 

European. This experience coupled with running Bavarian Lion Vineyard for the last decade prompted him to 

establish Ehret Family Winery as a family business. 

The Family 

Pierre Ehret was born in Düsseldorf, Germany. In 1980 he moved from Berlin to Santa Rosa to attend the 

local Junior College. He graduated from Columbia Univ. with a BA in Economics, and moved to Fontainebleau, 

France (his first immersion with wine) to earn his MBA. In 1989 Pierre moved back to Santa Rosa to run the 

family owned Flamingo Resort Hotel & Conference Center, a local landmark building that until today reflects 

the architectural style of the day, but boosting all the most modern amenities which are expected today of a 

top class resort. Pierre is an avid sports car racer, and enjoys tennis and skiing. 

Susan Robertson was born Puerto Rico. Susan grew up in many parts of the world due to her father's career 

as an engineer for Bechtel Corp. After settling down in Marin County, Susan pursued a career in retail 

management and marketing. Susan is the mother of three children and has immersed herself in the 

operations and management of Ehret Family Winery. Besides managing operations for the winery, she still 

pursues a degree in Psychology at the University of Phoenix. Susan's other great interest and passion is the 

field of historical religion. 

Alex and Christian Ehret were both born in Santa Rosa, California. Both are currently attending an 

International boarding school in Europe striving for the IB diploma. Both youngsters have been active 

observers and helping hands during many prior harvests. To say they that both enjoy wines would be 

premature, but it is the hope of their parents that their European upbringing will help to develop this passion. 

Isabella Ehret was born in Santa Rosa, CA. We call her our Daytona baby and it is too early to tell what her 

exact position at the winery will be. 
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Nick Goldschmidt, Winemaker 

Born and raised in Auckland, New Zealand, Nick Goldschmidt originally studied civil engineering before 

his switching to viticulture and winemaking. After graduating with distinction in horticulture, Nick 

continued his viticultural studies at Charles Stuart University in Wagga Wagga, Australia, and completed 

his postgraduate studies in enology at Roseworth Agricultural College also in 

Australia. 

While studying, he worked at Kumeu River, Coopers Creek, and Babich 

wineries. In 1989, after 18 months of winemaking in Australia, New Zealand, 

California, and South America, including his first harvest in Chile as Winemaker 

for Caliterra, Nick returned to Northern California as Simi Winery's Associate 

Winemaker. He was promoted to Winemaker in 1991 and became a Vice 

President of the winery in 1996. He remained at Simi Winery for 14 years, 

through the sale of the winery to the Icon Estates fine wine division of 

Constellation Wines. 

During this period, Nick also started several wine brands of his own - including Forefathers, Goldschmidt 

Vineyards, and Boulder Bank. 

In 2003, Nick became Executive Vice President, Winemaker at Allied Domecq Wines USA – overseeing 

production for the California portfolio of wines, which included Mumm Napa, Callaway, Clos du Bois, 

Buena Vista, Atlas Peak, Gary Farrell, and William Hill. On a global level, Nick has traveled to Mexico, 

Spain, Argentina, and New Zealand to consult on the blends created for the US market for Allied 

Domecq. When Allied Domecq was sold to Fortune Brands in 2005, Nick transferred to Beam Wine 

Estates to oversee their production as Executive Winemaker, adding Wild Horse and Geyser Peak 

Wineries to his production portfolio. 

With the sale of Beam Wine Estates to Constellation Wines in 2007, Nick entered a new chapter in his 

career - full time consulting winemaker. Besides focusing on his wine brands, he continues to consult 

privately around the world, including for Ehret Family Winery. 
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Susie Bynum, National Sales & Marketing 

 A third generation member of one of California's pioneering wine industry families, Susie Bynum's 

marketing experience and sales expertise is virtually unsurpassed. 

For one thing, child labor laws never applied to Susie. At three years of age, 

Susie's tender feet were busy at work stomping grapes in the family garage 

for some of the very first vintages of Davis Bynum wine. 

Her lineage runs deep. Grandfather Lindley was a wine judge and wrote one 

of the very first books on pairing food with California wines. In the early 

sixties, father Davis gave up his day job as a reporter for the San Francisco 

Chronicle to become a full-time winemaker, and the entire family - including 

Susie - all got into the act. 

"As a kid, I'd ride with Dad up to Napa Valley and pick grapes during harvest 

at my grandfather's vineyard, behind what is now Whitehall Lane Winery," said Susie. "Our family 

friends were August Sebastiani and Louis Martini - and our neighbor in Berkeley was Narsai David, one 

of the Bay Area's most famous chefs. Wine and food have been a part of my life literally since the day I 

was born." 

For most of her life, Susie worked at one capacity or another for Davis Bynum Winery, which was the 

very first winery established on Westside Road in Healdsburg. At the time of the winery's sale in 2008, 

Susie was its General Manager. She also is an accomplished chef and former restaurant owner, which 

gives her a unique understanding of the restaurant industry. 

 For inquiries about sales and marketing please contact Susie at: 

Telephone: (707) 495-4253 

Fax: (707) 540-6600 

Email: susie@ehretwinery.com 
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Bavarian Lion Vineyards 

The Ehret Family Winery makes all of its wine from the family 

owned Bavarian Lion Vineyards in Knight's Valley, Sonoma 

County, California.  

Bavarian Lion Vineyards are planted to cabernet sauvignon, 

cabernet franc, merlot, malbec, petite sirah, syrah, sémillon, 

and sauvignon blanc grapes on various rootstocks. Ehret 

Family Winery produces Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, 

Syrah, and a red Meritage from the estate vineyards. The 

vineyard soils consist of strata of stony, loam, and clay. 

Established in 1996, we have sold our grapes to many well-known wineries over the years as the 

vineyard was developed under the direction of Alex Vyborny, of Vyborny Vineyard Management 

Company in Napa Valley.  

Vyborny Vineyard Management 

Alex Vyborny is one of the most respected individuals in the vineyard industry in the area. Alex 

graduated from UC at Davis with a degree in viticulture in 1969. He worked in the Delta area from 1973-

1976 for the Pillsbury Company. In 1974 he moved to Geyserville, and bought out Pillsbury with two 

other partners. Alex now manages 1,300 acres in Sonoma County and Napa Valley. 

The frost protection irrigation system for the vineyard was developed by Alex utilizing collected runoff, 

as the county prohibits the use of ground water for irrigation. According to his unique vineyard 

philosophy, all fruit is caned pruned, intensifying the flavor development within the grape. 

Knight's Valley 

Knight's Valley, on the northeastern side of Sonoma County, is the warmest official AVA in the county. It 

is situated in the saddle of the Vacas Mountain range between the northern end of Napa Valley and the 

southern end of Alexander Valley in Sonoma County. Originally carved by the Russian River as it wended 

its way through both Sonoma County's Alexander Valley and Napa Valley, the volcanic activity and the 

creation of Mount St. Helena turned the river west, and raised Knight's Valley floor, thus protecting the 

region from Pacific Ocean influences more than other Sonoma County AVAs. The unique, warmer 

climate, slightly higher elevation, and the volcanic soils all combine to create ideal conditions for 

growing cabernet sauvignon, cabernet franc, merlot, malbec, and petite verdot - the famed red wine 

grapes of Bordeaux. Beringer has made a well-known Knight's Valley Cabernet Sauvignon from the 

region since the 1970's, and Peter Michael has made exceptional wines from their estate vineyards in 

Knight's Valley since 1982, garnering the AVA the attention it deserves.
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Ehret 2006 Cabernet Sauvignon, Knight’s Valley, Sonoma County 

Aromas of ripe black currants, dried herbs, and fresh tobacco leaf. It is full on the palate, with a firm, 

fine-grained texture and a vanilla note on the finish. Pairs well with savory entrées such as those 

featuring mushrooms, lamb, beef, pork, and game. 

Ehret 2006 Hillside Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon, Knight’s Valley, Sonoma County 

Layers of dark cassis, plum, violets, and fragrant vanilla. A firm texture supports impressions of dark 

plums, cassis, mocha, and dried herbs in the flavors. Pairs well with savory entrées such as those 

featuring mushrooms, lamb, beef, pork, and game. 

Ehret 2007 Bella’s Blend, Knight’s Valley, Sonoma County 

Bella’s Blend is soft and elegant with plum and black cherry aromas, and nuances of cinnamon, dark 

plum, currants, and sweet spices in the flavors. Pairs well with savory entrées such as those featuring 

mushrooms, lamb, beef, pork, turkey, and duck. 

Ehret 2007 Syrah, Knight’s Valley, Sonoma County 

This is a hearty, full-bodied, opulent Syrah. It displays lots of ripe, chewy, black fruits on the nose with 

hints of spice and green apple. The palate is loaded with flavors of blackberry fruit, notes of black 

pepper, and very appealing ripe, spicy tannins. 

Ehret 2008 Bellarina Meritage Red, Knight’s Valley, Sonoma County 

Fragrant with red currants, sweet spice, rhubarb, and fresh herb impressions. On the palate, the wine 

has tart red cherry, raspberry, red plum, and black tea flavors. The wine finishes with hints of plum and 

vanilla. Pairs well with savory entrées such as those featuring mushrooms, lamb, beef, pork, and game. 

Ehret 2009 Sauvignon Blanc, Knight’s Valley, Sonoma County 

Tropical and spicy, with an underlying grassy note. It has impressions of apricot, lime, and melon 

followed by a crisp, elegant finish. Pairs well with lightly flavored entrées such as those featuring fresh 

greens, shellfish, seafood, and chicken. 
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Ehret Cabernet Sauvignon, Knight’s Valley, 
Sonoma County 

Ehret Hillside Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Knight’s Valley, Sonoma County 

Gold – 2011 San Francisco Chronicle 
Wine Competition (2007) 

Gold – 2009 Sonoma County Harvest 
Fair Wine Competition (2006) 

 90 Points – Wine Enthusiast (2005) 

Gold – 2009 San Francisco Chronicle 
Wine Competition (2005) 

Gold – 2008 Sonoma County Harvest 
Fair Wine Competition (2005) 

94 Points – Porthos The Wine Insider 
(2005) 

93 Points, Editors’ Choice – Wine 
Enthusiast (2006) 

Silver – 2009 San Francisco Chronicle 
Wine Competition (2006) 

Gold – 2009 Sonoma County Harvest 
Fair Wine Competition (2006) 

Ehret Bella’s Blend, Knight’s Valley, 
Sonoma County 

Ehret Syrah, Knight’s Valley, 
Sonoma County 

Double Gold – 2011 San Francisco 
Chronicle Wine Competition (2007) 

93 Points, Editors’ Choice – Wine 
Enthusiast (2006) 

Silver – 2009 San Francisco Chronicle 
Wine Competition (2006) 

Gold – 2009 Sonoma County Harvest 
Fair Wine Competition (2006) 

“First Rate” – Thomas Hill, West 
Coast Wine Net (2007) 

Ehret Bellarina Meritage Red, Knight’s Valley, 
Sonoma County 

Ehret Sauvignon Blanc, Knight’s Valley, 
Sonoma County 

New release! 89 Points, Cellar Selection – Wine 
Enthusiast (2008) 

Bronze – 2009 Sonoma County 
Harvest Fair Wine Competition 
(2008) 

88 Points & 2009 Top 100 Values – 
Wine Spectator (2008) 

 

 


